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ISAT  INFORMATION 
Submitted by: Linda Bartak and Bryan Devine 

 

 The ISAT team has completed all the necessary counting, sorting and distributing 

the ISAT test materials so that all aspects of the ISAT assessment can go as smoothly as 

possible. The materials have already been processed for each school and these boxes were delivered by 

Friday, February 22.  Principals and IAA facilitators have been given explicit directions and reminders 

about expectations  in meetings and emails.  The testing window is Monday, March 4 through 

Friday, March 15, 2013. 

 Please remember that all secure materials must be locked up each day. Also, please make sure 

that all appropriate accommodations are followed and all directions are read directly from the Test 

Administration Manual. After testing is completed, principals will call for an appointment for pack-up 

and check out procedures.  Three  ISAT team members will be sent to each school to help with the   

post-assessment check-in. Explicit directions for this process have also been sent to 

principals and test administers. 

 We are sure that each school has a plan to help motivate and reward the 

students for great effort and cooperation during the ISAT assessment. 

Good Luck To Everyone!                

 “March Madness” 

 “A hundred years from now it will not matter what my bank account was, the sort of 

house I lived in, or the kind of car I drove, but the world may be different because I was 

important in the life of a child.” Anonymous 
 

 This is the month that our students will be taking ISAT.  The results of this test will determine 

the status of your school as well as the district’s status as it pertains to AYP.  The academic preparation 

has been done and be confident that you have done all that you can to ensure that your students will be 

successful.   

 Encourage your students to believe in themselves and that they can do well.  Tell them to stay 

relaxed and keep a good attitude as they test.  Let them know that if they do feel stressed or anxious to 

just take several slow deep breaths to calm themselves.  Encourage them to get a good nights sleep the 

nights before testing and to eat a healthy breakfast at home or school. (All students will be provided 

breakfast during testing at school.) 

 Have candies such as mints, lemon drops and dark chocolate.  These types of candies enhances 

the brain’s awareness.  Have water available for them.  Studies have shown improvement in testing 

when students have water available to them while they test.  Try doing some type of exercise before 

they start testing. Exercising  will help them get rid of any excess energy and they will be able to focus 

more. However, I feel that one of the most important things that you can give your students on test days 

is your belief that they can be successful.  Start the day off on a positive note and good luck! 
 

Dr. LaToy Kennedy 

Chief Curriculum and Instructional Officer 
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Classroom Management & PBIS 
Submitted by: Michelle Coconate & Kristen McElligatt 

Adapted from:  Classroom Management Self-Assessment, Sugai, Colvin, Horner & Lewis-Palmer  

and Classroom Management: Self-Assessment Revised, Simonsen, Fairbanks, Briesch, & Sugai. 

 

This is the third of a series of articles about classroom management. Last month’s article examined the first feature:  

Maximize Structure in Your Classroom. This article targets Post, teach, review, monitor, and reinforce a small 

number of positively stated expectations.  Previous months’ newsletters can be accessed on the district 

website under Curriculum and Instruction. 

 

Operationally define and post a small number of expectations (i.e., school wide rules) for all routines and 

settings in the classroom: 

 Align with school wide expectations, but be specific to your classroom 

Explicitly teach and review these expectations in the context of routines: 

Define rule in operational terms—students must know what the rule looks like/sounds like within 

the routine 

Teach Cool Tools (explicit, direct instruction of behavioral expectations) to provide students with 

examples and non-examples of rule-following within the routine (teacher models the non-examples) 

Actively involve students in lessons—game, role-play, etc. to check for their understanding 

Provide opportunities to practice rule following behavior in the natural setting 

Prompt or pre-correct students to increase the likelihood that they will follow the expectations: 

Visual prompts (posters, illustrations) 

Non-verbal cues 

Pre-correction (verbal reminders, behavioral rehearsals or demonstrations) 

Actively supervise students: 

Move around 

Look around/scan 

Interact with students (reinforce, acknowledge, and correct) 

 

 



 

 

What’s Your Problem?  
By Dr. Trish Guinee 

 

In 2014-15 our state assessments will reflect the Common Core Standards.  The PARCC 

(Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers www.parcconline.org) consortium will 

develop the assessments used in Illinois.  The mathematics assessments will incorporate three Task Types 

that assess: I) Concepts, Skills and Procedures; II) Expressing Mathematical Reasoning; III) Modeling and 

Applications. 

As we develop lessons that are aligned to the Common Core Standards, it must be a priority to provide 

students opportunities to make sense of math.  One way to do this is to build lessons around problems that 

students must persevere to solve.  When choosing problems to engage your students in learning 

mathematics consider the following criteria (from TI MathForward, Adapting Models for your Curriculum 

www.timathforward.com): 

Allows for multiple entry points so that all learners can engage in the problem using various 

strategies. 

Builds on prior knowledge, yet is complex enough to give students room to 

grapple 

Provides enough guidance to ensure learning, but not so much that the task 

becomes prescriptive and procedural 

Incorporates or enables multiple representations 

Provides opportunity for students to engage in the Standards of Mathematical 

Practice (www.corestandards.org/Math/Practice) 

Shared Responsibility 
Submitted by: York G. Powers 

 

 It is without question that the future of American education is changing. We must adapt to the 

ever changing world around us and prepare our students to be able to compete globally. It is a common 

phrase we use and hear….”it takes a village”, and it is time that we all work together in our village and 

help our students and families succeed. 

 A student typically spends approximately seven hours within the learning walls of a school, that 

equates to thirty percent of a day. With the remaining seventy percent of time we must evaluate what our 

students are doing outside of the classroom. Are they missing learning opportunities, are we pushing them 

forward, are we as teachers prepared to help our students continually learn outside of the confines of the 

typical “school day”? These questions are proposed with a key word in them that is essential to the success 

of any student in our community, our state, our country…”We”. 

 Shared responsibility isn’t a new concept to how our society functions at a high capacity, but it 

needs to be remembered as a vital part of how education in America will improve. When you come into the 

world your eyes focus on your first teachers, you recognize their voices as their faces become clear. As you 

grow you meet new teachers that add to the lessons and knowledge that you have attained. From learning 

to tie your shoes, to the quadratic equation….from your family history, to the history of our country…every 

teacher is essential to the health and success of a student. Through a compatible understanding and 

shared responsibility together we can improve the outcomes of our students. 

 President Obama was quoted in a press release by the White House in 2011 stating, “There is no 

better economic policy than one that produces more graduates…That’s why reforming education is the re-

sponsibility of every American – every parent, every teacher, every business leader, every public official, 

and every student”. It is how we collectively work together and challenge each other that growth becomes 

progressive and significant. The lives and minds of our students, our children depend on our abilities as 

teachers, as parents, as adults to accept the shared responsibility of education. Together we can achieve 

more than we ever could alone. 

Success doesn’t come from being a hundred percent better than your competition, 

but from being one percent better in a hundred different ways. If you want to be 

creative in your career or your life, it comes down to one easy step…. 

“THE EXTRA ONE” Anonymous 

http://www.parcconline.org
http://www.timathforward.com
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Practice


 

 Turn Your Garbage Into Gold 
Teaching with Love and Logic - Jim Fay & David Funk 

 

Our words can be either garbage or gold in a student’s mind.  “Garbage” statements are idle, useless 

words that tell someone else what to do, yet gives us no power to enforce them.  Although these 

statements may be based on positive principles, they do not produce positive results.  “Gold” 

statements are based on positive principles, but show empathy and encourage children to think and 

work things out for themselves.  Their power lies in putting responsibility where it belongs - on the person 

with the problem - while showing that you care.    

Statements to Help Turn Your Garbage Into Gold 

Garbage - Unenforceable Statements Gold - Enforceable Statements 

Open your books to page 54. I’ll be working from page 54. 

I’m not going to line you up until everyone is quiet. I'll be lining people up as soon as it gets quiet. 

Don’t sharpen your pencil while I’m talking. I’ll allow people to sharpen pencils when I’m not giving 

directions. 

You can’t go the rest room until I finish the directions. Feel free to go to the rest room when I’m not giving 

directions. 

Don’t be bothering your neighbors. You’re welcome to stay with us as long as you and others 

are not bothered. 

Turn your assignment in on time or you’ll get a lower 

grade. 

I give full credit for papers turned in on time. 

Don’t try to turn in sloppy papers to me. I’ll be glad to accept all papers that meet the neatness 

standards for this class. 

Raise your hand if you want to talk to me. I’m sure you're anxious to talk, and I listen to people who 

raise their hands .  Thank you.  

 iste.nets.t  For Teachers - Advancing Digital Age Teaching 
Submitted by Lisa Kokos 

 

 The National Educational Technology Standards (NETS) are the standards for learning, 

teaching, and leading in the digital age and are widely recognized and adopted worldwide.   

 There are five standards that effective teachers should model and apply the NETS·S as they 

design, implement, and assess learning experiences to engage students and improve learning; enrich 

professional practice; and provide positive models for students, colleagues, and the community. This month we will discuss 

the fourth one.  
 

4. Promote and Model Digital Citizenship and Responsibility 

Teachers understand local and global societal issues and responsibilities in an evolving digital 

culture and exhibit legal and ethical behavior in their professional practices. 

 a. Advocate, model, and teach safe, legal, and ethical use of digital information and technology, including 

respect for copyright, intellectual property, and the appropriate documentation of sources 
 

 b. Address the diverse needs of all learners by using learner-centered strategies providing equitable ac-

cess to appropriate digital tools and resources 
 

 c. Promote and model digital etiquette and responsible social interactions related to the use of technology 

and information 
 

 d. Develop and model cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with colleagues and stu-

dents of other cultures using digital age communication and collaboration tools 
 

What does this look like in your classroom?  Discuss Cyber Safety with students.  Use a classroom blog 

from your teacher webpage, giving the students the opportunity to learn how to appropriately respond to each 

other.  Teach and follow copy right laws.  During internet research, students need to learn the correct way for 

citing sources.  Learning about other cultures through the internet, Keypals or other collaboration projects 

with classrooms around the world. 



Progress Monitoring in Literacy  
Submitted by: Shameika Sykes-Patterson, Literacy/Social Studies Coordinator  

What is Progress Monitoring? 
 

The Reading First Assessment Committee defines progress monitoring as assessments that are 

done to determine if students are making adequate progress or need more intervention to 

achieve grade level reading outcomes (U.S. Department of Education 2002). 
  

The most important characteristic of using a tool such as DIBELS Next (K-4) and Easy CBM (5-8) is its capacity 

to monitor the progress of students while they are receiving intervention instruction. 
 

Knowing that the purpose of administering DIBELS Next in primary grades is to predict which children are at 

risk of later reading difficulties, we must monitor to see how well our intervention efforts are doing in helping 

our students reach critical reading milestones. 
 

Easy CBM is used in the middle school grades to help determine how to best meet the needs of students not yet 

reading on grade level. In order to meet the reading needs of all students, effective instructional decisions for 

individual students must be made using the data collected.  Determining who needs interventions and what the 

appropriate interventions are, is also a process that requires careful study of the individual student data. 
 

Teaming around student data, making evidence-based and consistent decisions for program planning, and 

monitoring the progress of all students in interventions are the principle outcomes of a healthy RtI (Response to 

Intervention) system.  All students are screened in the fall for placement in reading interventions or 

remediation for the school year.  All students enrolling in school after that time are screened upon enrollment. 
 

Best Practices for Progress Monitoring in Literacy 
 

Teachers should use the literacy placement pathway to determine frequency of progress monitoring and 

which tools to use to verify progress. 

Teachers should progress monitor the indicators that match the intervention.  

Intervention targets the lowest skill that is deficient and addresses this skill before moving up the 

continuum. Although a student may be below benchmark in several indicators, teachers should progress 

monitor one skill at a time, paying attention to the skills that are most critical to the student’s current 

instructional focus. (This may require off-grade level progress monitoring).  

Students in interventions should be progress monitored on instructional level (off grade level) according 

to the skill for which they are receiving intervention.  

Off-grade level progress monitoring (instructional level) will not show up on the overall progress 

monitoring report for DIBELS Next; however this data can be seen by looking at the individual student 

data.  

The general rule for when a student is ready to exit a particular intervention group is when the 

student’s score on the skill reaches benchmark and stays there for at least three progress monitoring 

data points.   

All students are given the benchmark at grade level 3 times per year (Fall, Winter, 

Spring).  

Students in 3rd grade and up who are in Corrective Reading as an intervention, should 

be progress monitored using: 

Corrective Reading fluency check out at instructional level; 

DIBELS DORF/EASY CBM PRF at instructional level; 

DORF/PRF at grade level monthly when necessary - for example: in preparation for a 

problem solving meeting. 

In order to help guide the intervention focus teachers should use the “Using Data to Inform Instruction” 

sheet to establish groupings. This is posted on the district literacy webpage.  

 COMPASSION 
No technique can be effective if it is not delivered with genuine passion.   

Resolve to be tender with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic 

with the striving, and tolerant with the weak…..  

Because in your life you will have been all of these.  


